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but the Bombay Government by an order has stopped the papers. The
Inspector General had allowed him to get books from outside and allowed
the use of lamp upto 10 p.m., but the higher authorities have prohibited
these too. Recent Government orders are that no concessions be shown
to political prisoners and the rule of daily search be put into force in
their case. Maulana Hassan Ahmed and two other prisoners have also
refused to be searched; so they were all punished with handcuffs at night.
This was for three nights. Other punishments were to follow if they did
not submit. It would be no surprise if whipping also is resorted to. Owing
to handcuffs they cannot get proper sleep and cannot answer calls of nature
during night. During the day-time they are put to work. Maulana Hassan
Ahmed cannot say his prayers owing to handcuffs which are put on from
6 p.m. to 6 a.m. Mr. Jairamdas was allowed shoes in the beginning.
This has been disallowed.
Let the Government deny these serious allegations if they
dare.
DELEGALIZING CONGRESS OFFICES
The following from the Congress Secretary, Faridpur, speaks
for itself1:
It is not an easy matter to advise what to do when one is
subjected to the terrorism of the kind described. It is a matter
simply of not being c'washed out". It is possible that the land-
lords will take fright and not give us their houses for offices. We
must then hold them in the open whilst we are kept free. If they
take us all to jail and keep us together, we must hold consultations
there and evolve swaraj in the jails, as they are doing in Agra,
by spinning, by having mixed prayer meetings and mixed hymns,
and otherwise acting together in so far as the jail regulations will
permit. When they are tired of beating us they will certainly take
to shooting us. And when they do that and if we do not quail
and can sing out "eyes front", we have established swaraj, because
we have attained infinite capacity for suffering.
"As IN ALL OTHER COUNTRIES"
I would not have pictured such a grim prospect before us but
for the callous defence, offered by Sir William Vincent, of almost
every charge brought by me in proof of lawless repression cate-
gorically denied by the Viceroy. It is evidently now considered
1 The letter, not reproduced here, described how Congress offices had
been "broken up", volunteers beaten and landlords warned not to let out
houses for unlawful assemblies or offices.